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1. MERCKELBACH WAS BORN SEPTEMBER I, 1935, IN MAASTRICHT, 

IS MARRIED AND HAS THREE YOUNG CHILDREN. POLLOWING 
COMPLETION OP HIS LAW STUDIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OP 
NIJMEGEN IN 1963 HE JOINED GOVERNMENT SERVICE AS A 
JURIDICAL SPECIALIST OP THE CIVIL DEPENSE STALE. IN 

1966 HE BECAME ASSISTANT SECRETARY OP THE COUNCIL OP 
MINISTERS. IN 1972 HE WAS PROMOTED TO HIS PRESENT 
POSITION AS ADVISOR IN THE CABINET OP THE MINISTER- 
PRESIDENT (PRIME MINISTER) POR POREIGN POLICY, DEFENSE, 

CIVIL DEFENSE AND POR POLICY CONCERNING SURINAM AND 
THE NETHERLAND ATILLES. CONCURRENTLY HE SERVES AS 
SECRETARY OP THE GENERAL DEPENSE COUNCIL, OP THE COUNCIL 
POR EUROPEAN APPAIRS AND OP THE MINISTERIAL COMMISSION 
POR THE INDEPENDENCE OP SURINAM. 

2. PERSONAL CHARACTERISTCS AND VIEWS: MERCKELBACH IS 

A BIG, RATHER HANDSOME MAN WHO LOOKS SOMEWHAT OLDER THAN 
HIS 39 YEARS BECAUSE HE HAS LOST MOST OP DARK HAIR. 

DELIBERATE IN HIS MOVEMENTS, INTELLIGENT AND THOUGHTFUL, 
MERCKELBACH TAKES A LITTLE KNOWING BEPORE HE BECOMES 
PULLY COMMUNICATIVE. WHILE LESS ELUENT IN ENGLISH THAN 
MOST POREIGN MINISTRY OPFICIALS, MERCKELBACH CAN EXPRESS 
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IF HE IS SPOKEN TO TOO RAPIDLY. HE IS A FRIENDLY, UNPRE- 
TENTIOUS PERSON, SOUND AND SOLID RATHER THAN BRILLIANT. 

HE COMES EROM A GOOD FAMILY, WHICH REELECTS IN HIS 
COURTEOUS, ATTENTIVE APPROACH. SENSIBLE AND METHODICAL, 

HE APPEARS TO BE A VERY GOOD EAMILY MAN WITH A CHEER FIJI, 
SENSE OE HUMOR. 

3. THERE IS NO DOUBT ABOUT MERCKELBACH'S ORIENTATION TO 
THE WDST AND NATO INCLUDING EEELINGS OF FRIENDSHIP AND 
ADMIRATION EOR THE UNITED STATES. MERCKELBACH WORKS FOR 
A PRIME MINISTER WHO IS A LIEE-LONG SOCIALIST, VERY 

MUCH A REEORMER ALTHOUGHT NOT A EANATIC. DEN UYL IN 
TURN HEADS A GOVERNMENT DEDICATED TO RESTRUCTURING DUTCH 
SOCIETY INCLUDING FURTHER LEVELING OE INCOMES AND TO 
HELPING TO CREATE THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER 
IN WHICH THE DEN UYL GOVERNMENT PROEESSES STRONGLY TO 
BELIEVE. IN THIS IDEOLOGICAL AMBIANCE MERCKELBACH COMES 
ACROSS AS NON-IDEOLOGICAL. LIKE MOST DUTCHMEN HE IS 
NOT RELUCTANT TO SEEK OPPORTUNITIES TO ADVANCE THE 
DUTCH NATIONAL INTERESTS BUT HIS CONCEPTION OP THOSE 
INTERESTS APPARENTLY DOES NOT INCLUDE THE RECTIFYING OF 
ALL THE WORLD'S INJUSTICES INCLUDING THE ALLEGED SINS 
OP AMERICAN CAPITALISM AND US POREIGN POLICY. 

4. RELATIONS WITH HIS BOSS: MERCKELBACH IS ONE OP THE 
LIVE OR SIX MEN IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S CABINET WHO SEES 
HIM ON A REGULAR, PREQUENT BASIS. WE ASSUME HE ENJOYS 
THE PRIME MINISTER'S CONPICENCE AND IS ON THE SAME 
GENERAL WAVELENGTH WITH HIM. MERCKELBACH DOES NOT 
COMMENT TO US ON DEN UYL'S POLITICS. HIS ATTITUDE 
TOWARD DEN UYL COMES ACROSS AS LOYAL BUT UNPARTIAL. WE 
DO NOT KNOW TO WHAT EXTENT MERCKELBACH INFLUENCES THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S VIEWS ON POREIGN POLICY AND DEPENSE 
MATTERS. HOWEVER, MERCKELBACH APPEARS TO HAVE DEVELOPED 
CONSIDERABLE EXPERTISE ON SURINAM AND THE NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES, AND HAS ACCOMPANIED DEN UYL ON HIS RECENT 
VISITS TO THOSE COUNTRIES. HENCE IN THIS AREA MERCKEL- 
BACK IS PROBABLY MAKING AN INPUT INTO THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
THINKING. WE KNOW FROM EXPERIENCE THAT MERCKELBACH IS 
ABLE TO GET A PARTICULAR THOUGHT OR SUGGESTION PROM 
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THE EMBASSY TO DEN UYL. WE SURMISE THAT OUR SEVERAL 
CONVERSATIONS WITH MERCKELBACH STARTING A YEAR AGO 
REGARDING THE MUTUAL BENEFIT OF A DEN UYL VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON HAD SOME INPLUENCE ON THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
DECISION TO SEEK A MEETING WITH PRESIDENT PORD. 

TANGUY 
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